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CONFIDENTIAL PEKING 0592 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CB, CH 

SUBJECT: SIHANOUK ON NEGOTIATIONS 
REF: PEKING 560 (NOTAL) 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

1. IN YET ANOTHER INTERVIEW THIS TIME WITH AFP CORRESPONDENT 
RENE FLIPO ON JULY 18, SIHANOUK DISCUSSED CONVERSATIONS 

HE HELD WITH VARIOUS AFRICAN LEADERS DURING RECENT TOUR. 

MOST IMPORT CONVERSATION, HE SAID, WAS WITH MOKTAR OULD 
DADD AH OF MAURITANIA IN WHICH SIHANOUK SET FORTH NEW 
PROPOSALS FOR NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT. PRINCE SAID ANY U.S. 
RESPONSE OR COUNTERPROPOSALS SHOULD BE MADE THROUGH MOKTAR 
OULD DADDAH. 

2. FLIPO SAID HE FELT SIHANOUK LESS INTRANSIGENT THAN 
DURING PREVIOUS INTERVIEW WITH AFP'S SERGE ROMENSKY (REFTEL). 
SIHANOUK STRESSED THAT "SLATE COULD BE WIPED CLEAN" AND 
GOOD RELATIONS WITH U.S. RESTORED ONCE CONFLICT SETTLED. 
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SIHANOUK WARNED THAT HE COULD NOT ACCEPT ANY U.S. PROPOSAL 
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WITHOUT CONCURRENCE OF RED KHMER, BUT HE IMPLIED THEY 
WOULD GO ALONG WITH PROPOSALS HE OUTLINED TO MOKTAR OULD 
DADDAH. 

3. ON QUESTION OF SUPPLIES, SIHANOUK SAID HE WAS CONFIDENT 
CHINA WOULD RESUME SHIPMENTS AS SOON AS HANOI GAVE PER- 
MISSION FOR TRANSSHIPMENT. HE INDICATED HE HAD CHOU EN-LAI’S 
ASSURANCES ON THIS MATTER, BUT FLIPO FELT SIHANOUK MIGHT 
BE EXAGGERATING STRENGTH OF CHOU'S ASSURANCES. IN GOOD 
SIHANOUK FASHION, HE REVERSED HIMSELF ON QUESTION OF 
SUPPLIES FOR DRY SEASON OFFENSIVE, CLAIMING KI HUSBANDING 
CAPTURED WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION AND COULD LAUNCH NEW 
OFFENSIVE AND TAKE PHNOM PENH WITH OR WITHOUT OUTSIDE HELP. 

4. COMMENT: AFP CORRESPONDENTS APPEAR TO HAVE FREQUENT 
ACCESS TO SIHANOUK AND, IN FACT, ARE BECOMING SOMEWHAT 
CONCERNED THAT PRINCE IS USING THEM AS MOUTH PIECE. 
ILLUSTRATIVE OF SIHANOUK'S VOLATILE TEMPERAMENT, HE 
SOMETIMES CALLS AFP CORRESPONDENTS IN EVENING FOR LATE 
INTERVIEWS, AND IF UNABLE TO REACH THEM, REFUSES TO SEE 
THEM NEXT MORNING WHEN CALL RETURNED BECAUSE VIEWS OF 
PREVIOUS EVENING ARE "DEPASSE". 

BRUCE 
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